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Rio de Janeiro  
 Originally the capital of Brazil, the city of 
Rio de Janeiro continues to be an important tourist 
destination for young and old alike, famous for its 
beaches, samba, natural beauty, and cultural life, in 
addition to being the hub of some of the most 
meaningful environmental movements we face in 
the new millennium.   
 

 Rio de Janeiro is preparing to host the 
2014 World Cup of Soccer this year and the Olympic 
Games in 2016.  Over the last twelve months, Rio 
hosted the World Youth Day with Pope Francis, and 
music festivals such as Rock´n´Rio. The city receives 
millions of travelers every year. However, despite its 
beauty, Rio faces chronic chaotic traffic problems 
and clearly needs investment in the improvement of 
the transportation system and infrastructure. 
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Our Lady of Mercy School 

MISSION  

“Our Lady of Mercy is an American  Catholic school that educates the whole person 

for global understanding.”    

 

Our Lady of Mercy School (OLM) is an American Catholic school in the city of Rio de Janeiro 
which offers cutting edge educational programs open to students of all nationalities.  Fully 
accredited by both the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools and the Secretary of 
Education for the State of Rio de Janeiro, OLM confers both American and Brazilian diplomas 
upon graduation. 

At Our Lady of Mercy School, our goal is to develop character, spirituality and social 
awareness while at the same time allowing students to discover their unique gifts and talents in 
becoming productive, responsible world citizens.  Thank you for taking an interest in our mission 
of human and Christian education. 

The school was invited to participate in the Your Ideas, Your Initiatives international contest in 
2014. 

http://www.olm-olmatters.com/


Our Lady of Mercy School 
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The OLMobility Team 

  

  The “OLMobility” project was born first from the idea of bringing the city´s mobility 

issues into a common focus by first pointing out the city´s difficulties.  People with special 

needs, toddlers, and bicycle riders struggle to move around the city because of the limited 

number of sidewalks and lanes. Many are constantly in need of repair and there is an 

absence of application of norms for sharing sidewalk space. 
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The OLMobility Team 
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Our Ideas: OLMobility Project 

OLMobility is a project developed by OLM students to raise enviromental 
awareness and respect for traffic rules that help ensure road safety. 

http://www.olm-olmatters.com/


Our Initiatives: Developing a Logo 

1st Logo 2nd Logo 
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Our Initiatives: Final Logo 
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Creating a song 

Share the road with bicycles 

Share the road with love and care 

Share the road and follow rules 

Share the road with bicycles 

Share the road and live in peace 

Share the road and have respect 
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Share the Road - Share the Idea 

The traffic in Rio is a real puzzle!  

Share the idea - Share the road! 
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T-shirts 
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The Questionnaire https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1RnVRrYVObmSgpyfIwxYPTTt

Ll7W3-FEkJBvPY3p0hbQ/viewform 
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Facebook Page  
https://www.facebook.com/olmobility 
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The first video – OLMobility: Share Rio 

 The OLMobility Team shows Rio citizens´ difficulties while riding bicycles. 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=raFjQPUgLBc 
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Creating activities to play with kids 

Puzzle       Crossword   Word Hunt 
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Distributing bumper  and bicycle stickers 
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Presenting the project 
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Applying the questionnaire to the community 

Letter 

sent to 

parents 
Father and son answering the questionnaire 
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Creating posters for  the  
School Science Fair 
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School Science Fair Booth 

The sharing of these ideas in the school community was made possible during 
the school science fair. 

Father and son completing  the puzzle 
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School Science Fair Booth (cont.) 

The Booth 
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Important Data 

53% of the treatment in public hospitals correspond to traffic accidents.  

Most of the patients are young motorcyclists. 

 

90% of Brazilians use seatbelts in the front seat,  while 10% use it in the backseat. 

 

80% of front seat passengers would not die if people in the backseat used seatbelts regularly. 

Official data that was retrieved from the 
Brazilian Government and that was 
presented in the school science fair. 
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Results of the Questionnaire (220 answers) 

Questionnaire data that will be presented on the 
OLMobility Facebook page. 

Attention Span while Walking on the Street on a 

scale of 1-5, 5 being the most focused 
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Results of the Questionnaire (cont.) 

Questionnaire data that will be presented on the OLMobility Facebook page. 
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Results of the Questionnaire (cont.) 

Questionnaire data that will be presented on the OLMobility Facebook page. 
 

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180

I DO NOT use cell phone when I am walking on the street.

I DO NOT use cell phone when I am driving or riding a Bicycle.

The traffic stresses me.

I use seatbelt when driving.

I carry kids with the safety equipment.

I use seatbelt when I am in the backseat.

I use the proper equipment when riding a bicycle.

I use the bicycle lanes when possible.

Number of People 

Do You Follow the Safety Guidelines? 

http://www.olm-olmatters.com/


Creating Flyers and inviting Community 
to the Walk-A-Thon  

Invitation for 

the walkathon 

Flyer  
The photo uses Aurasma – 

augmented reality platform -  

that shows printed images 

with movement. 
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Creating posters for  the Walk-A-Thon 
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Walk – A – Thon  

Respect the traffic laws 

Pedalling.  

Makes traffic better. 

Helps breathing. 

Reduces Global Warming. 

Makes you happy. 
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Walk – A – Thon (cont.)   
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Walkathon group 

Walk – A – Thon (cont.)  
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Second video showing the initiatives 
to the community 
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The OLMobility initiatives can be seen in the second  video  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CbyduYgMTPQ&feature=youtu.be  

The second video: OLMobility - Sharing Ideas 

http://www.olm-olmatters.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CbyduYgMTPQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CbyduYgMTPQ&feature=youtu.be


Results 
Consequently, the project’s participants who had not 

done so before began using seatbelts while in the 

backseats of cars.  

The number of visualizations of the project's website 

translates into public awareness based on the 

multiplication of information through social media. In fact, 

the project’s main video was viewed more than 2200 

times after it first went online. Education is the beginning 

of all change.   

During the school walk-a-thon, the students affiliated 

with the Share the Road project were congratulated for 

their initiative.  Some students not directly involved with 

OLMobility also invited their parents to join them, 

resulting in a group of 50 people, in order to increase 

awareness.  

The most important purpose of creating the OLM Share the Road Share the Idea project  

was to raise consciousness in the school’s community.   

Knowledge is the first step towards truly positive outcomes. 

Results gathered from the creation of this 

project and the sharing of information through so 

many means were reflected in some parents’ 

comments during the school’s Science Fair, where 

they affirmed that their children's behavior towards 

the use of safety equipment had changed:  they 

started taking road safety more seriously.  Students 

working in the project had the chance to learn and 

share their discoveries about the traffic puzzle in Rio 

de Janeiro.  

The OLMobility team reported that, after the 

project, they paid more attention to the incorrect 

behaviors present in traffic and to law 

infringements.  
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The future of the OLMobility Project 

• The team intends to present this project at the GIN Conference 2014 in 
Buenos Aires. (Global Issues Network Conference of the International 
Schools in South America - AASSA).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• The plan is to extend the project to those with special needs. 
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We are the conscious part of this puzzle:  
Share the idea, Share the road 

(From left to right) 

Ms. Sandra Xavier 

Kevin Dasilva (‘15) 

Carolina Baruzzi (‘16) 

Gabriella Nothaft (‘18) 

Mariana Ferrer (‘16) 

Ms. Elizabeth Freire 

Isabela Hartmann (‘18) 

Priscilla Allegretti (’14) 
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